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Abstract

Protests and movements often change rulers, but sometimes they cross the
boundaries of politics and knock on the door of the cultural world and successfully
inform and influence them. Often they find expression in the liberation of literature
and consequently in the mindset of the people. It may be the opposition between
the political hegemeny and the independence of people's thinking that is at the
roots of such literary expression. And in our country, this has been true also in the
case in Bengali language and literature. New traditions in Bengali repeatedly
denounced and overcame the earlier traditions ; this can be particularly observed
in the post-independence period. Since the sixties, we have such movements as
the ‘Hungry Generation’ (1962). ‘Shruti’ (1965), ‘Sastra Birodhi’ (1966),
‘Nimsahitya' (1970), and ‘Chakor Sahitya Birodhita’ (1970). Since its inception,
literary movements in Bengali and the related magazines were mostly Kolkata-
centric. However, ‘Nimsahitya’ was an exception as this literary movement took
place in the suburban industrial city of Durgapur. In this paper, | discuss some short
stories which are products of this movement focusing on how it challenges
traditional style and structure. Unlike traditional ‘market-oriented’ literature it stood
for ‘no literature, bitter literature,’ called ‘Nimsahitya.’ | focus on the beginning,
progress and completion of ‘Nimsahitya’ in the eponymous journal ‘Nimsahitya’;
particularly, the works of Sudhanshu Sen, a factory-worker in Durgapur, Biman
Chattopadhyay, Mrinal Banik, Narsingha Ray, Rabindra Guha and Ajay Nandi
Majumder. | discuss in this paper Mrinal Banik's ‘Manusmorkotocchob,’ ‘Bishonno
Badur’ and Ajay Nandi Majumdar's ‘Khun Bonam Atmohotya,” and ‘Amanush.’
‘Nimsahitya’ adds a different tone and flavour to Bengali short story.

Key words : ‘literature,” ‘'movement,’‘nimsahitya,’ ‘short story’.
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